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January 15, 2021 

 
Dear Sharks Families: 
 

We share the following update on the latest developments with respect to the possible re-
opening of hockey.  As previously reported, a lobbyist firm was hired and has been working to 
get hockey re-opened throughout the State and more specifically for the members of the LIAHL 
since this past summer.  While those efforts have been fruitless to date, there was a very strong 
letter issued to the Governor’s office by several local Long Island-based politicians.  A copy of 
that letter and the corresponding press release is attached.  
  

In addition, New York State Amateur Hockey Association announced on Tuesday, 
January 12th, that it has engaged a law firm to sue the Governor’s office to, among other things, 
re-classify ice hockey as a moderate risk sport and allow competition with the State.  A copy of 
the NYSAHA announcement is also attached. 
  

On a parallel path, our organization is evaluating whether to affirmatively take action to 
sue the relevant NYS officials to reopen hockey.  We have made this known to the LIAHL and, 
as of the time of this writing, no other LIAHL organizations have expressed any such ambition 
or willingness to join or participate in any lawsuit we may bring.  Previously, we did not pursue 
such a course of conduct due to concerns that filing a lawsuit might be counterproductive to the 
efforts of the lobbyists.  With the passing of many months without any demonstrable progress 
and the forthcoming lawsuit by NYSAHA, we are reconsidering whether a more aggressive 
approach is necessary and appropriate at this time (or not). 
  

As for returning to play, there have been some preliminary discussions focused on 
creating a schedule of games that will run through the spring to make up (at least some) of the 
LIAHL games which we have not been able to play.  The EJEPL has also committed to extending 
its season.  In response to various questions we have received, the Sharks will not be asking for 
any additional tuition to be paid if play is allowed to resume and the season extends past the 
usual March end date. 
   

Finally, a gentle reminder that we pushed the third tuition payment from December to 
today.  As before, we will be reviewing each team at the end of the season (whenever that may 
be) and will be providing credits or refunds as may be appropriate.   
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If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to ask. 
 

       Yours in Hockey, 
 
       Sharks Elite Hockey Club 

         

George M. Chalos 

 
        George M. Chalos, President  
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TO: The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo 
Governor of New York State 
NYS State Capitol Building 
Albany, NY 12224 
 

FROM: Senator Anthony Palumbo 
28 N Country Rd #203, 
Mt Sinai, NY 11766 
 

Dear Governor Cuomo, 
 

As we write to you today, another business on Long Island is on the verge of closing its doors forever. The 
COVID-19 Pandemic and subsequent economic shutdown has had a severe impact on most small businesses 
throughout Long Island and has hit our restaurants and entertainment industries particularly hard. 
 

Unfortunately, another industry in our region is on the verge of permanent closure— ice rinks. While they are 
used all year, December- February are their busiest seasons. Revenue generated in these months helps to carry 
them throughout the year. Most of their revenue comes from ice hockey games and currently, New York State is 
not allowing games to be played.  
 

To help our ice rinks remain open we are formally requesting that you recategorize youth ice hockey from 
‘high’ to ‘moderate’ risk and allow non-checking games to take place on Long Island. It is important to note 
that roller hockey is presently permitted to play non-checking games in New York so long as they abide by the 
guidelines. 
 

Currently, many of the region’s ice rinks follow state recommendations and have implemented protocols for 
safe play, which include: wearing masks at all times, no checking, limiting the number of players on a 
team and limiting spectators.  
 
Due to the ice rinks’ adherences to New York State’s safety measures, none of our ice rinks have had to shut 
down due to COVID 19 exposure or outbreak. 
  
Long Island’s ice rinks are being economically decimated without the ability to play games. Without this simple 
change, many rinks will be forced to close permanently, so immediate action is necessary. 
 
To help keep Long Island’s ice rinks open and save an important part of Long Island’s athletic traditions, we 
respectfully request that you recategorize youth ice hockey from ‘high’ to ‘moderate’ risk and allow non-check 
youth ice hockey games in harmony with the guidelines that allow for roller hockey games to be played. 
 
 

-continued- 



 
Respectfully yours, 

  
Anthony Palumbo 
Senator, 1st District  
 
 

                                                     
Mario Mattera                                      Phil Boyle                                              Alexis Weik 
Senator, 2nd  District                         Senator, 4th District                           Senator, 3rd District 
 



 

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, Tuesday, January 12, 2021 

CONTACT: Chris Stazio, 518-221-9460, stazio@nysenate.gov   
 

LONG ISLAND’S SENATE REPUBLICAN DELEGATION URGES  

GOV. CUOMO TO AID STRUGGLING ICE RINKS 
 

Long Island Republican State Senators Anthony Palumbo (R,C-New Suffolk), Mario 

Mattera (2nd Senate District), Alexis Weik (3rd Senate District)  and Phil Boyle (4th Senate 

District) today sent a letter to Governor Cuomo requesting that he immediately recategorize 

youth ice hockey’s risk level from “high” to “moderate.” This move would allow Long Island’s 

ice rinks to host non-checking games. 
 

The Senators argue that this simple change will help Long Island’s ice rinks survive the 

economic hardship created by the pandemic, while ensuring that the tradition of youth hockey 

continues throughout the region.     
 

“Ice rinks throughout Long Island have taken necessary precautions to ensure that non-

checking ice hockey can be played in a safe environment,” said Palumbo. “By simply 

recategorizing youth hockey from ‘high’ risk to ‘moderate,’ we can help save these struggling 

businesses and provide enjoyment for the Long Island’s youth hockey players and their families. 

It’s a win-win for the region and our residents during these difficult times.” 
 

 “These community centers are essential to our local economy and it is so important that 

our state works with them so they can continue to serve our young athletes.  They provide more 

than just a business relationship with many families who count on them for entertainment, 

exercise and a sense of normal life.  That is why it is so important that our state allows them to 

play the game with the same rules as rinks in our surrounding states.  While we all agree that the 

health and safety of our young athletes must be our main concern, our rinks have made 

protecting them their number one concern and their efforts must be respected by our state,” 

stated Senator Mario Mattera (2nd Senate District). 
 

"Ice rinks play an important role in our community.  It is imperative we do everything we 

can to ensure these small businesses can survive.  These rinks have proven they can follow all 

State and CDC required protocols to keep competitors, fans, and employees safe.  By designating 

youth hockey as a "moderate" risk sport, our young competitors can once again play sports and 

the rinks will have an opportunity to sustain their business,” said Senator Alexis Weik (3rd Senate 

District).  
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 “As a life-long hockey fan, I join my colleagues in urging the Governor to protect the 

economic vitality of ice rinks on Long Island and throughout New York State. Hockey can be 

played safely following appropriate guidelines, and New York should follow the lead of other 

states in allowing it,” said Senator Phil Boyle (4th Senate District). 
 

 The most profitable time of the year for ice rinks is December through February and the 

revenue generated at those times helps sustain their businesses year-round. This reclassification 

is reasonable and appropriate, as the Governor allows non-checking roller hockey games to be 

played as long as the participants and facility are following guidelines. 
 

Currently, many of the region’s ice rinks follow state recommendations and have 

implemented protocols for safe play, which include: wearing masks at all times, no checking, 

limiting the number of players on a team and limiting spectators.  
 

 “Our local ice rinks have strictly adhered to New York State’s safety measures and as a 

result, none of these facilities have had to shut down due to COVID-19 exposure or outbreak,” 

said Palumbo.  “Clearly, our ice rinks are doing everything they can do to ensure a safe 

environment. I urge Governor Cuomo to make this simple change to help these struggling 

businesses survive and allow non-checking ice hockey to be played on Long Island.”  
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NEW YORK STATE AMATEUR 

HOCKEY ASSOCIATION, INC. 

January 12, 2021 

To: All Associations ofNYSAHA 

FROM: New York State Amateur Hockey Association 
Board of Directors 

The New York State Amateur Hockey Association (NYSAHA) Board of Directors 
has retained the services of the law firm of Hogan Willig of Amherst New York for 
the purposes of filing a legal action against the Honorable Andrew Cuomo, 
Governor of the State of New York et al to obtain a court ruling that will allow the 
resumption of hockey in New York State. 

The Board may request information from Associations to support our position in 
court. We ask that if you receive such a request that it receive your highest priority 
in returning the requested information as quickly as possible. 

The Board will keep everyone advised as to how these proceedings advance. 

Please contact your Section Presidents if you have any questions. 

Thank you. 

Board of Directors 
NYSAHA, Inc 

AFFILIATE MEMBER OF USA HOCKEY 
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